
Appendix 1 

Dr. Anthony Seed: Representation to EHDC Planning Committee 
SDNP/19/05324/HOUS – Chestnut Cottage 

 
 

My name is Anthony Seed and with my wife I am the owner of Bookham, the 
cottage next door to Chestnut cottage. I am here on behalf of a group of near 
neighbours who are concerned about this proposal. A number of issues arise 
for us: 
 
Firstly, the proposed design of the extension to Chestnut Cottage is neither 
appropriate nor sympathetic to its setting. The existing building is rendered, 
and painted white with blue uPVC windows – features seen nowhere else in the 
village; in fact three of the immediately-neighbouring cottages are Grade II-
listed, and date from the 17th or 18th century. The proposed extension would 
increase the bulk of Chestnut Cottage by almost 50%, so it would become even 
more of an eyesore 
 
Secondly, the proposed number of windows or glass doors has the potential to 
significantly increase light pollution. Newton Valence is in the Core of the Dark 
Skies Reserve and the village is host to bats, owls, hedgehogs and toads which 
all breed locally and are prized occupants of the village 
 
Finally, the extension will constitute a major invasion of privacy for several of 
us; speaking purely personally, we feel extremely vulnerable; Chestnut Cottage 
is approximately three metres from our boundary, and the proposed extension 
would overlook our terrace and garden, steal our morning sunlight and impact 
on the natural lighting of our ground floor and one of our bedrooms. Similar 
privacy issues apply to Orchard Cottage. 
 
In summary, the matter has raised concerns among all the neighbours close to 
Chestnut Cottage. Every one of them has submitted written comments on the 
proposal, and every single one has objected to it. I would urge the Committee 
to consider these local feelings. Thank you. 
 


